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Version 1

STANDARDS
•	 CCSS: RI.6.8-8.8, RST.6-

8.1, RST.6-8.8, RST.6-8.10, 
SL.6.1-8.1, SL.6.4-8.4, SL.6.5-
8.5, WHST.6-8.8, WHST.6-8.9; 
RST.9-10.1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10; 
RST.11-12.1, 2, 4, 10; RI.9-
12.8, SL.9.1-12.1, SL.9-12.4, 
SL.9-12.5, WHST.9-10.8, 
WHST.11-12.8, WHST.9-10.9, 
WHST.11-12.9 

•	 NGSS: MS-LS2-3, MS-LS2-4, 
MS-LS2-5; HS-LS2-7, HS-LS-
4.D, HS-ESS3-3, HS-ESS3.C, 
HS-ESS3.D, HS-ETS1.A-B, 
HS-ETS1-2, HS-ETS1-3

•	 NGSS Practices: 6, 7, 8
•	 OLP: (grades 6-8): 5.A.1, 

5.A.3, 5.A.4, 5.A.6, 5.A.16, 
5.A.21, 6.A.1-A.11, 6.B.1-B.4, 
6.C.1-C.4, 6.D.1-6.D.21, 
6.E.1-6.E.15; (grades 9-12) 
6.A.1, 6.A.3-A.6, 6.B.1-B.6, 
6.C.1-C.3, 6.D.1-D.19, 6.E.1-
.14

Online Contents
•	 My Wish: Protect Our Oceans 

Dr. Syvia Earle discusses the 
rapid decline of the ocean and 
the need for more protection.

•	 Corals and MPAs Learn about 
Marine Protected Areas and 
how they can help protect 
coral reefs. 

CONSERVATION
This lesson is a part of the Conservation unit, which describes different 
actions that people can take to manage and conserve coral reefs. Below is a 
summary of what is included in the entire unit.

UNIT CONTENTS
A.	 Background Information 

•	 Introduction
•	 Mitigating Threats
•	 Stakeholder Involvement
•	 Education & Outreach
•	 Monitoring
•	 Enforcement
•	 Restoration

B.	 Lessons

Watch It! My Wish
•	 A worksheet to accompany the My Wish: Protect Our 

Oceans video

Watch It! Corals and MPAs
•	 A worksheet to accompany Our Living Oceans, Episode 5: 

Corals and MPAs video.

Lesson 1A: Explore a Hope Spot
•	 An activity that explores an existing Hope Spot. Students 

learn about ecosystem disruptions and services, and the 
reasons that make this place special.

Lesson 1B: Nominate a Hope Spot
•	 An activity where students nominate a new Hope Spot 

that needs protection. Students present their proposed 
Hope Spot to their classmates who act as the “Hope Spot 
Council,” deciding if it should be approved.

Lesson 1C: Advocate for MPA
•	 Write a compelling letter that advocates for the creation 

of their proposed MPA to a stakeholder or group of 
stakeholders.

Lesson 1D: Manage an MPA
•	 An activity that creates a management plan for the three 

most important actions that are crucial to conserve their 
proposed MPA.

Read It! Maori Conservation
•	 A worksheet to accompany the Traditional Māori 

Conservation Methods Help Protect Reefs in the Cook 
Islands blog.  

http://www.corestandards.org/read-the-standards/
http://www.nextgenscience.org/
http://oceanliteracy.wp2.coexploration.org/
https://bit.ly/MyWishEarle
https://video.earthxtv.com/shows/our-living-oceans/season/1/episode/5
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/course/conservation/
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://bit.ly/MyWishEarle
https://bit.ly/MyWishEarle
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://video.earthxtv.com/shows/our-living-oceans/season/1/episode/5
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
http://www.lof.org/traditional-maori-conservation-methods-help-protect-reefs-in-the-cook-islands/
http://www.lof.org/traditional-maori-conservation-methods-help-protect-reefs-in-the-cook-islands/
http://www.lof.org/traditional-maori-conservation-methods-help-protect-reefs-in-the-cook-islands/
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Unit 22: Conservation - Student WorksheetName: ___________________________ Date: _____________

Lesson 1B  Nominate a Hope Spot
INSTRUCTIONS: Nominate an area that you think should be a Hope Spot. Make sure that your proposed 
area isn’t already an established Hope Spot by looking at this website: https://mission-blue.org/hope-spots/. 
When researching your proposed Hope Spot, make sure to cite textual evidence in your answers where 
necessary. Don’t forget to evaluate your sources to make sure that they are credible. You can place your list of 
citations under question #12.

1.	 Names of the nominator(s).   ___________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 What Hope Spot are you nominating?  ___________________________________________________

3.	 Where is the Hope Spot located?   ______________________________________________________

4.	 How large is this Hope Spot?   _________________________________________________________

5.	 What ecosystem(s) are a part of the Hope Spot?

6.	 What are the threats and potential threats to this Hope Spot?

7.	 List five ecosystem services that are provided by this Hope Spot.

https://mission-blue.org/hope-spots/
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Unit 22: Conservation - Nominate a Hope Spot Student Worksheet

8.	 What are the current protections for this Hope Spot (if any)?

9.	 What type of human activities take place in this Hope Spot?

10.	Explain why this proposed Hope Spot is special. Does the area (for each question below please list yes/
no/unsure and explain):

Question Yes No Not 
sure Explain

Hold significant 
or representative 
populations of rare or 
endemic species

Hold a wide diversity of 
species

Hold a significant 
process or 
ecosystem here (e.g., 
phytoplankton bloom, 
reefs, kelp forests)
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Unit 22: Conservation - Nominate a Hope Spot Student Worksheet

Question Yes No Not 
sure Explain

Contain the site of 
significant event 
(breeding/spawning)

On or part of a 
migration route

Contains organisms 
that are threated or 
endangered

A site that contains 
economic/touristic 
appeal

Potentially encouraging 
scientific research 
projects

Significant historical, 
cultural or spiritual 
values
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Unit 22: Conservation - Nominate a Hope Spot Appendix A
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Unit 22: Conservation - Nominate a Hope Spot Appendix B

HOPE SPOTS COUNCIL GRADING CARD
INSTRUCTIONS: During the proposed Hope Spot presentation, take notes on the Hope Spots 
Council Grading Card below. As you think of questions about the presentation, write them down. You 
will be able to ask them at the end of the presentation.

1.	 Proposed Hope Spot Name:    __________________________________________________________

2.	 People proposing the Hope Spot:  _______________________________________________________

         ____________________________________________________________________________

Explained in the 
Presentation Yes No Council Notes and Questions

Threats and potential 
threats

Ecosystem services

Significant or 
representative 

populations of rare or 
endemic species

Wide diversity of 
species

Significant process or 
ecosystem here (e.g., 
phytoplankton bloom, 

reefs, kelp forests)

Site of significant 
event (breeding/

spawning)

On or part of a 
migration route

Contains organisms 
that are threated or 

endangered
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Explained in the 
Presentation Yes No Council Notes and Questions

A site that contains 
economic/touristic 

appeal

Potentially 
encouraging scientific 

research projects

Significant historical, 
cultural, or spiritual 

values

3.	 Do you approve this Hope Spot? Circle Yes or No. 
Explain you reasoning.


