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Version 1

STANDARDS
•	 CCSS: RI.6.8-8.8, RST.6-

8.1, RST.6-8.8, RST.6-8.10, 
SL.6.1-8.1, SL.6.4-8.4, SL.6.5-
8.5, WHST.6-8.8, WHST.6-8.9; 
RST.9-10.1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10; 
RST.11-12.1, 2, 4, 10; RI.9-
12.8, SL.9.1-12.1, SL.9-12.4, 
SL.9-12.5, WHST.9-10.8, 
WHST.11-12.8, WHST.9-10.9, 
WHST.11-12.9 

•	 NGSS: MS-LS2-3, MS-LS2-4, 
MS-LS2-5; HS-LS2-7, HS-LS-
4.D, HS-ESS3-3, HS-ESS3.C, 
HS-ESS3.D, HS-ETS1.A-B, 
HS-ETS1-2, HS-ETS1-3

•	 NGSS Practices: 6, 7, 8
•	 OLP: (grades 6-8): 5.A.1, 

5.A.3, 5.A.4, 5.A.6, 5.A.16, 
5.A.21, 6.A.1-A.11, 6.B.1-B.4, 
6.C.1-C.4, 6.D.1-6.D.21, 
6.E.1-6.E.15; (grades 9-12) 
6.A.1, 6.A.3-A.6, 6.B.1-B.6, 
6.C.1-C.3, 6.D.1-D.19, 6.E.1-
.14

Online Contents
•	 My Wish: Protect Our Oceans 

Dr. Syvia Earle discusses the 
rapid decline of the ocean and 
the need for more protection.

•	 Corals and MPAs Learn about 
Marine Protected Areas and 
how they can help protect 
coral reefs. 

CONSERVATION
This lesson is a part of the Conservation unit, which describes different 
actions that people can take to manage and conserve coral reefs. Below is a 
summary of what is included in the entire unit.

UNIT CONTENTS
A.	 Background Information 

•	 Introduction
•	 Mitigating Threats
•	 Stakeholder Involvement
•	 Education & Outreach
•	 Monitoring
•	 Enforcement
•	 Restoration

B.	 Lessons

Watch It! My Wish
•	 A worksheet to accompany the My Wish: Protect Our 

Oceans video

Watch It! Corals and MPAs
•	 A worksheet to accompany Our Living Oceans, Episode 5: 

Corals and MPAs video.

Lesson 1A: Explore a Hope Spot
•	 An activity that explores an existing Hope Spot. Students 

learn about ecosystem disruptions and services, and the 
reasons that make this place special.

Lesson 1B: Nominate a Hope Spot
•	 An activity where students nominate a new Hope Spot 

that needs protection. Students present their proposed 
Hope Spot to their classmates who act as the “Hope Spot 
Council,” deciding if it should be approved.

Lesson 1C: Advocate for MPA
•	 Write a compelling letter that advocates for the creation 

of their proposed MPA to a stakeholder or group of 
stakeholders.

Lesson 1D: Manage an MPA
•	 An activity that creates a management plan for the three 

most important actions that are crucial to conserve their 
proposed MPA.

Read It! Maori Conservation
•	 A worksheet to accompany the Traditional Māori 

Conservation Methods Help Protect Reefs in the Cook 
Islands blog.  

http://www.corestandards.org/read-the-standards/
http://www.nextgenscience.org/
http://oceanliteracy.wp2.coexploration.org/
https://bit.ly/MyWishEarle
https://video.earthxtv.com/shows/our-living-oceans/season/1/episode/5
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/course/conservation/
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://bit.ly/MyWishEarle
https://bit.ly/MyWishEarle
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://video.earthxtv.com/shows/our-living-oceans/season/1/episode/5
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
https://www.livingoceansfoundation.org/education/portal/for-students/
http://www.lof.org/traditional-maori-conservation-methods-help-protect-reefs-in-the-cook-islands/
http://www.lof.org/traditional-maori-conservation-methods-help-protect-reefs-in-the-cook-islands/
http://www.lof.org/traditional-maori-conservation-methods-help-protect-reefs-in-the-cook-islands/
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Unit 22: Conservation - Student Worksheet Name: ___________________________ Date: _____________

Lesson 1C  Advocate for MPA
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Few Hope Spots are previously designated as Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). The Flower Garden Banks 
National Marine Sanctuary is a rare example of an already established MPA, which was later approved as 
a Hope Spot. The reason it was suggested as a Hope Spot was to advocate for additional protections. For 
Hope Spots that are not previously listed as MPAs, the goal after creating the Hope Spot is to eventually have 
it designated as an MPA. When trying to achieve this status, an MPA proposal is created which is based on 
scientific data and includes information such as the proposed boundaries, an assessment of the activities 
being conducted in the proposed MPA area, information about the impacts of these activities, conservation 
objectives, proposed level(s) of protection, and a broad management and monitoring plan. Often, the proposal 
requires buy-in from the stakeholders that use the proposed MPA. There will be stakeholders that oppose the 
creation of an MPA because it could impact them in a negative way. Therefore, organizations must advocate 
and lobby to these opposing stakeholders for these areas to be protected. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Your MPA proposal has been created. Now it’s time to get buy-in from opposing 
stakeholders, so that they too will advocate for the creation of your MPA. Write a letter to a stakeholder or 
group of stakeholders, advocating for the creation of your MPA. Your letter should be compelling to your 
chosen stakeholder. It should communicate information in a way that is understandable and meaningful to the 
stakeholder. See Appendix A: Writing Rubric to see how your assignment will be graded. 

Before constructing a letter, answer the following questions:

1.	 Identify the stakeholders that use the proposed MPA. List them below.

2.	 Which of these stakeholders might be opposed to the creation of your MPA? Explain why.

3.	 Choose a stakeholder who is opposed to the creation of your MPA. 
4.	 Use the “Message Box” below to brainstorm important information that you may want to portray in your 

letter. See Appendix A: Message Box Rubric to assess your work. 
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Unit 22: Conservation - Advocate for MPA Student Worksheet
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Unit 22: Conservation - Advocate for MPA Appendix A
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Unit 22: Conservation - Advocate for MPA Appendix B

C
rit

er
ia

B
eg

in
ni

ng
1

D
ev

el
op

in
g 

2
A

ch
ie

vi
ng

3
M

as
te

rin
g

4
Sc

or
e

St
yl

e 
&

 
C

on
ve

nt
io

ns

Th
e 

te
xt

 il
lu

st
ra

te
s 

a 
lim

ite
d

aw
ar

en
es

s 
or

 in
co

ns
is

te
nt

 
to

ne
. T

he
 te

xt
 il

lu
st

ra
te

s 
in

ac
cu

ra
cy

 in
 s

ta
nd

ar
d 

E
ng

lis
h 

co
nv

en
tio

ns
 o

f u
sa

ge
 

an
d 

m
ec

ha
ni

cs
.

Th
e 

te
xt

 il
lu

st
ra

te
s 

a 
lim

ite
d

aw
ar

en
es

s 
of

 fo
rm

al
 to

ne
. 

Th
e 

te
xt

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

s 
so

m
e 

ac
cu

ra
cy

 in
 s

ta
nd

ar
d 

E
ng

lis
h 

co
nv

en
tio

ns
 o

f u
sa

ge
 a

nd
 

m
ec

ha
ni

cs
.

Th
e 

te
xt

 p
re

se
nt

s 
a 

fo
rm

al
,

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
to

ne
. T

he
 te

xt
 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

s 
st

an
da

rd
 

E
ng

lis
h 

co
nv

en
tio

ns
 o

f u
sa

ge
 

an
d 

m
ec

ha
ni

cs
.

Th
e 

te
xt

 p
re

se
nt

s 
an

 
en

ga
gi

ng
, f

or
m

al
 a

nd
 

ob
je

ct
iv

e 
to

ne
. T

he
 te

xt
 

in
te

nt
io

na
lly

 u
se

s 
st

an
da

rd
 

E
ng

lis
h 

co
nv

en
tio

ns
 o

f u
sa

ge
 

an
d 

m
ec

ha
ni

cs
.

C
on

cl
us

io
n

Th
e 

te
xt

 m
ay

 fa
il 

to
 c

on
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

ar
gu

m
en

t o
r p

os
iti

on
.

Th
e 

co
nc

lu
si

on
 m

er
el

y 
re

st
at

es
 th

e 
po

si
tio

n.
Th

e 
co

nc
lu

si
on

 ti
es

 to
 th

e 
cl

ai
m

 a
nd

 e
vi

de
nc

e.
Th

e 
co

nc
lu

si
on

 s
tr

en
gt

he
ns

 
th

e 
cl

ai
m

 a
nd

 e
vi

de
nc

e.
 

TO
TA

L 
SC

O
R

E

Th
is

 ru
br

ic
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

ad
ap

te
d 

fro
m

 C
om

m
on

 C
or

e 
S

ta
te

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
 W

rit
in

g 
R

ub
ric

s 
fo

r G
ra

de
s 

11
/1

2 
by

 T
ur

ni
tin

, w
hi

ch
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
Li

ce
ns

e.
 B

as
ed

 o
n 

a 
w

or
k 

at
 h

ttp
://

pa
ge

s.
tu

rn
iti

n.
co

m
/c

cs
s_

ru
br

ic
s_

11
-1

2.
ht

m
l. 

N
O

TE
: D

ep
en

di
ng

 o
n 

ho
w

 y
ou

 c
ho

os
e 

to
 w

rit
e 

yo
ur

 le
tte

r, 
yo

u 
m

ay
 o

pt
 n

ot
 to

 a
dd

re
ss

 th
e 

co
un

te
rc

la
im

(s
). 

Fu
ll 

po
in

ts
 w

ill
 s

til
l b

e 
re

ce
iv

ed
 if

 y
ou

 d
on

’t 
ad

dr
es

s 
co

un
te

rc
la

im
(s

). 
In

 s
om

e 
ca

se
s,

 it
 m

ay
 n

ot
 m

ak
e 

fo
r a

s 
co

m
pe

lli
ng

 o
f a

 le
tte

r; 
ho

w
ev

er
, i

n 
ot

he
r i

ns
ta

nc
es

, t
he

 c
ou

nt
er

cl
ai

m
 c

ou
ld

 s
tre

ng
th

en
 y

ou
r l

et
te

r. 
It 

is
 a

t t
he

 
di

sc
re

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
w

rit
er

 a
s 

to
 w

he
th

er
 it

 is
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 th
e 

le
tte

r. 
If 

yo
u 

do
 a

dd
re

ss
 th

e 
co

un
te

rc
la

im
(s

), 
th

e 
se

ct
io

ns
 o

f t
he

 ru
br

ic
 th

at
 c

on
ta

in
 th

is
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
w

ill
 b

e 
us

ed
 to

 g
ra

de
 y

ou
r w

rit
in

g.


