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: This lesson is a part of the Distribution unit, which explains the two major
Khaled bin Sultan drivers of coral distribution: salinity and temperature. Below is a summary
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INSTRUCTIONS: Watch Where are Corals Found? YouTube video (https.//www.youtube.com/watch) and
answer the following questions.

1. What are the two main types of coral reefs?

and

2. Define distribution.

3. List the environmental conditions that warm-water corals thrive in.

4. In what geographic region(s) do warm-water corals live?

5. How can corals thrive in the subtropics?

6. Where do reef building corals thrive?
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VIDEO SCRIPT:

Corals thrive in many marine environments around the world from warm tropical waters to deep cold waters.
But for now, we’ll focus on warm water coral reefs, and where in the world they can be found.

Scientists call it their “distribution.”

Coral reefs prosper where the water is clear, shallow, and of course warm.

For most reefs that means the tropics, the geographic region of the earth that extends from the Tropic of
Cancer in the northern hemisphere, to the Tropic of Capricorn in the southern hemisphere.

Coral reefs are also found in parts of the subtropics.

They are able to thrive because of currents transporting warm water to regions including Florida, Japan, and
The Bahamas.

Although corals are found throughout the planet, most reef-building corals are in subtropics and tropics where
thousands of animals make these reefs their home.
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